Research Process—Stage One: The Working Bibliography [due: Mon. 3/17/18] 


Turn in a “Working Bibliography” listing books, articles, etc. that you might use for your ENG 
102 research paper. This is just an exercise: you are not committed to these works. 

Your working bib will resemble the sample Works Cited Page Following MLA Style 
on page 456 of your handbook. Alphabetize entries, use hanging indentation, and ensure that 
each item follows the exact format shown in section 70c. Websites ‘Knightcite’ & ‘Easybib’ 
make this job much easier, but you need to check for accuracy in content and format. 

IMPORTANT: Follow the following rules to the letter! 

1) Minimum number of sources in the working bibliography = eight (8) 

2) Minimum number of types of sources = five (5) 1 2 

*The point of ‘2’ is that you can’t base your paper merely on 8 websites or 8 newspaper 
articles—you must demonstrate your ability to make use of a range of source types. 

3) Follow each entry with an “about the author(s)” commentary [see example on reverse]. 

If anonymous, tell about the organization (publisher, agency, etc.) that publishes or takes 
credit for the work. You may not use a work that cannot be traced to a specific author or 
some entity that claims it as its own (no Wikipedia!). 

*The point of ‘3’ is to establish the level of credibility of the source. 

4) Include at least one encyclopedia article. This may come from a general reference 

encyclopedia, such as Britannica, or a specialty encyclopedia, but do not use Wikipedia! 

5) Include at least one article from a newspaper. The New York Times is the preferred source. 

The New York Times Flistorical Database, available through the Library, gives us access 
to articles back as far as 1851. 

6) Include at least one article from a journal or magazine. 

7) You are encouraged, but not required, to include at least one person who has knowledge of 

your subject (use ‘Interview’ pg.446) 

8) Staple to the back of the working bibliography: 

a. a printout (1 pg.) from a worldcat search listing books on your subject 

b. a printout (1 pg.) listing works on your subject found via one of the internet search 
tools covered in the Library orientation but not from a standard web search engine 
*The point of ‘8’ is to a) show that you know how to find books on your subject that can 
be accessed via Interlibrary Loan and b) show that you can do more than just Google it. 

1 Types of sources: pp. 412-13 “EXAMPLES OF MLA WORKS-CITED” lists 10 different types of 
sources (i.e. “Books and Parts of Books,” “Government Publications,” etc.) I will allow Books to count as 

2 different types, if you use different sorts of books: monographs, anthologies, and collections (such as 
collected letters or interviews) each count as a different type of source for the purposes of this requirement. 
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Two Examples of Working Bibliography Entries: 

Fish, Stanley. “An Eskimo ‘A Rose for Emily.’” Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, 
Poetry and Drama. Ed. X. J. Kennedy & Dana Gioia. 11 th ed. New York: 
Longman, 2010. 2203-4. Print. 

Stanley Fish is an internationally famous professor and scholar, the author of countless 
books and articles, and was one of the originators of Reader-Response Criticism. 

Seabrook, Andrea and Alex Chadwick. “Wikipedia Bans Access from Capitol Hill 
Computers.” Day to Day. National Public Radio, 1 Feb 2006. Web. 1 Mar. 
2010 . 

Andrea Seabrook is a Congressional reporter for NPR. Alex Chadwick is the host of 
NPR’s news and information program, Day to Day. 


Hard & Soft Sources: Avoid obviously weak and/or unreliable sources such as 
National Enquirer, The White Supremacist Newsletter, or People Magazine. So-called 
“soft” sources are not written at a collegiate level of sophistication and complexity. 
Examples of Soft Sources: 

An article on women’s health published in Seventeen magazine. 

An article on global warming published in the Times Herald or USA Today. 

An undergrad’s paper on Jonathan Swift available online. 

Examples of Hard Sources: 

An article on Neanderthals published in Scientific American or Smithsonian. 
Lecture notes from a college or university professor. 

An article on this year’s election published in the Washington Post. 


Q. What if our library doesn’t have a work I need? 

A. Interlibrary loan can get books and articles for you, but you must act early! 

Q. Do I have to have my topic perfectly defined right now? 

A. Not at all. The very process of doing research will help you redefine what the true 
goal of your paper is to be. Keep an open mind and keep considering new ideas. 



